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creation. This, and the demand for a work which shall
bring up the Silurian System of 1835 to what it is in
1852-3, are the real motives for my publication. The
special object of this letter is to ask you if you wish me to
say anything of you or your labours at the Belfast meeting
of the British Association, which begins on the 1st Sep-
tember."

But though a sojourn in the country may be successful
in putting an end for the time to the distractions of life in
London, it does not place one beyond the reach of the post-
bag. Murchison's correspondence, always large, involved
this year an especial amount of work. By a curious com-
bination of circumstances, a succession of Professorships
fell vacant in different Colleges throughout the country, and
he exerted himself most vigorously on behalf of friends of
his own who were candidates. The amount of .personal
trouble he cheerfully undertook in some of these cases must
have sadly interfered with his literary labours. For in-
stance, a chair in one of the Scottish Universities had be-
come vacant, and he determined, if possible, to have it filled
by an old friend and fellow-traveller of his own, of whose
abilities he had a high opinion. He besieged the Crown
authorities in whose gift the appointment lay, and received
a verbal promise of the chair for his friend. Months, how-
ever, passed, and no formal presentation was made. He
again applied to bis friends in the Government, but before
anything further could be done, the Ministry of the day
resigned. Nothing daunted, he successively laid his case
before the new Premier, Home Secretary, and other mem-
bers of the Government, and, after further provoking delay,
carried his point and got his comrade appointed. Imme-
